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A.A. Tables and Figures
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https://github.com/garrieta/FailuresContingentReasoning-Replication


Figure A.1: The share of participants who choose the lottery induced by the Pooling task
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Treatment Age p-val Female, % p-val White, % p-val College, % p-val

Baseline 43.17 52.99 73.31 50.60
Benchmark 43.72 0.65 49.15 0.40 77.54 0.28 58.05 0.10
Automatic Inference 41.87 0.27 47.13 0.19 74.18 0.83 56.56 0.18
Plan 40.84 0.04 49.00 0.37 71.31 0.62 48.21 0.59

Table A.1: Demographic characteristics (average age, percent female, and percent White)
and share of college-educated by treatment. p-values are from t-tests for the difference from
the Baseline treatment.
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Figure A.2: The distribution of the number of errors on the understanding questions, pool-
ing all treatments. Total sample size is 982.
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(1) (2) (3) (4) (5)

Benchmark -0.5*** -0.23*** -0.11 -0.23 -0.4*
(0.04) (0.06) (0.09) (0.14) (0.22)

Automatic Inference -0.23*** -0.14** -0.02 -0.07 -0.07
(0.04) (0.06) (0.09) (0.15) (0.29)

Plan -0.32*** -0.2*** -0.25*** -0.37*** -0.4*
(0.04) (0.06) (0.08) (0.11) (0.22)

Baseline mistake rate 0.68 0.4 0.35 0.37 0.4
N 982 491 215 63 17

Table A.2: Screening-dominant rounds in a row. OLS regression results with binary dum-
mies for each treatment (Baseline omitted) and mistakes in Screening-dominant rounds as
dependent variable. Specification by column: (1): Round 1 for all observations, (2)-(5) Round
[x] for observations where [x] first rounds were Screening-dominant ([x] ranges from 2 to 5).
For example, column (5) shows behavior in the fifth (Screening-dominant) round for partic-
ipants who faced four Screening-dominant rounds in a row immediately before.
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Table A.3: Estimates by Screening-dominant round count

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6)

Benchmark -0.5*** -0.15*** -0.13*** -0.16*** -0.13*** -0.08**
(0.04) (0.04) (0.04) (0.04) (0.04) (0.04)

Automatic Inference -0.23*** -0.12*** -0.1** -0.13*** -0.14*** -0.08**
(0.04) (0.04) (0.04) (0.04) (0.04) (0.04)

Plan -0.32*** -0.16*** -0.15*** -0.16*** -0.18*** -0.12***
(0.04) (0.04) (0.04) (0.04) (0.04) (0.04)

Baseline mistake rate 0.68 0.37 0.36 0.35 0.34 0.27
N 982 982 982 982 982 982

Note: OLS regressions of an indicator for choosing the Pooling task (a mistake) on treatment indi-
cators, with Baseline omitted. Columns (1)–(6) use each participant’s first through sixth Screening-
dominant round, respectively; treatment coefficients report differences from the Baseline, and the
Baseline mistake rate is the omitted-group mean. Heteroskedasticity-robust standard errors are in
parentheses. p-value < 0.1: *; p-value < 0.05: **; p-value < 0.01: ***.
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Figure A.3: The CDF of total errors on the understanding questions participants make by
treatment.
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Figure A.4: The rate of hiring the Good computer in part 2 after choosing the Screening
task by treatment.
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A.B. Screenshots

This subsection presents the screenshots of the experiment for all four treatments in the

order of their appearance. Pages that are identical for all treatments are grouped together.

The screenshots are structured in the following way:

1. Introduction

2. Main decision—only round 1 (other rounds differ only in numbers and labels)

(a) Baseline treatment

(b) Benchmark treatment

(c) Automatic Inference treatment

(d) Plan treatment

3. Other elicitations
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Introduction

Figure A.5
Note: All treatments.
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Figure A.6
Note: All treatments.
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Figure A.7
Note: All treatments.
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Figure A.8
Note: Baseline treatment.
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Figure A.9
Note: Benchmark treatment.
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Figure A.10
Note: Automatic Inference treatment.
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Figure A.11
Note: Plan treatment.
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Figure A.12
Note: All treatments.
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Figure A.13
Note: All treatments.
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Main decision: Baseline treatment

Figure A.14
Note: Baseline treatment.
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Figure A.15
Note: Baseline treatment.
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Figure A.16
Note: Baseline treatment.
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Figure A.17
Note: Baseline treatment.
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Figure A.18
Note: Baseline treatment.
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Main decision: Benchmark treatment

Figure A.19
Note: Benchmark treatment.
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Figure A.20
Note: Benchmark treatment.
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Figure A.21
Note: Benchmark treatment.
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Main decision: Automatic Inference treatment

Figure A.22
Note: Automatic Inference treatment.
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Figure A.23
Note: Automatic Inference treatment.
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Figure A.24
Note: Automatic Inference treatment.

29



Figure A.25
Note: Automatic Inference treatment.
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Main decision: Plan treatment

Figure A.26
Note: Plan treatment.

31



Figure A.27
Note: Plan treatment.
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Other elicitations

Figure A.28
Note: All treatments.
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Figure A.29
Note: Baseline treatment.

34



Figure A.30
Note: Plan treatment.
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Figure A.31
Note: All treatments.
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Figure A.32
Note: All treatments.
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Figure A.33
Note: All treatments.
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Figure A.34
Note: All treatments.
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Figure A.35
Note: All treatments.
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